
Hello WSSA members and friends.
Summer is returning to fall, which
means it is time to start gearing up

for the 2005 WSSA Conference, which
will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico
in April. 

Albuquerque is the all-time favorite
of our organization, and we always look
forward to returning there. The city has a
lot to offer in terms of sight-seeing and
dining experiences. The Hyatt Regency,
where our conference will take place, is
located in the downtown area, which
offers visitors a whole host of experiences;
the University of New Mexico is just up
the hill, and its neighborhood has a wide
variety of cultural, food and entertainment
opportunities. The Historic Old Town
Albuquerque is an easy taxi ride away
from the hotel (make sure not to miss the
Rattlesnake Museum), as are the Botanic
Garden and the Aquarium. If you take the

Sandia Peak Tramway on the east side of
the city, you will be greeted by spectacu-
lar views and a climate change. If you can,
also plan on staying an extra night either
before or after the conference so that you
can rent a car and take a short trip to Santa

Fe, Taos, Carlsbad Caverns, Los Alamos
or Bandelier National Monument. There
also is lots of beautiful scenery along the
Canyon of the Rio Grande if you take the
blue highway (Route 14) rather than the
interstate! The tiny and charming artists’
colony and antique haven of Madrid,
which is an old mining town, is definitely
worth a visit. 

You can also try your luck at one of
the many nearby tribal casinos (for loca-
tions and directions, please visit the
Albuquerque Convention & Visitors
Bureau’s website at www.abqcvb.org). For
more information on what Albuquerque,
Santa Fe and their surrounding destina-
tions have to offer, please visit the New
Mexico Department of Tourism’s website
at  www.newmexico.org. 

I hope to see you there in
Albuquerque for what surely will be
another fun and educational WSSA con-
ference!

In the next issue of WSSA NEWS: More
specifics on what is worth checking out in
Albuquerque.

The Western Social Science
Association announces the for-
mation of a search committee,

to recommend the selection of a new
Editor and Book Review Editor for
The Social Science Journal (SSJ). The
WSSA is seeking qualified individu-
als with institutional support to edit
the journal beginning January 1, 2006
for a three-year term. 

Nominations and self-nomina-

tions are encouraged. Interviews will
be held at the WSSA Annual
Conference held in Albuquerque,
New Mexico at the Hyatt Regency
Downtown from April 13-16, 2005.  

David Freeman, Editor of The
Social Science Journal, and Robert
Watson, Book Review Editor, will be
retiring after their current three-year
terms expire. The new editor and
book review editor positions will start
January 1, 2006 and serve a three-year
term. The official call for proposals

WSSA Announces Search
Underway for New Editors

Albuquerque’s Historic Old Town.
(Photo courtesy of the Albuquerque
Convention & Visitors Bureau)  
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Looking Ahead to Albuquerque



What Is It that Makes
a Social Scientist?

Dear WSSA members and friends,

I’d like to pose a question to you: What is it that makes you a social
scientist? Is it a role, a label, an activity, a world view? Something
else? The WSSA is an interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary associa-
tion, but it’s important every once in awhile to look at what we have
in common. In a discussion at the fall Executive Council meeting,
for example, we found a variety of responses which I will share in
a future letter. But I’d like to hear from you. 

Another question: What do social scientists have to offer the
world at this point in history, when so many systems seem to be
breaking down, conflict and other problems are widespread, and yet
at the same time we can perceive and communicate new ideas on a
never-before-achieved global scale?  

Most of us work in higher
education. The WSSA does not
have a section on education, but
it is clear that the system, K-12
all the way through doctoral
programs, is experiencing
pressures that will yield mas-
sive transformations. How are
these transformations affecting
the questions we ask in our
research? How do they affect
our ability to conduct research? 

Sometimes media coverage
of social science meetings
sounds like “Ripley’s Believe It
Or Not” rather than a serious
announcement of new findings.
Many of us have at one time or

another come across work that proves no topic is too small or
obscure for a research study. By training, we have been encouraged
to carve new niches rather than to examine the body of stone or
wood (or soap? melting ice?) from which we are carving. This is
what Kuhn called normal science. How does the instability of our
times affect the need and ability to conduct normal science--or to
shift our paradigm? 

Please send me your responses. Place “social scientist” in
the subject line, and send to lnelson@csupomona.edu.

I greatly appreciate the opportunity this year as WSSA presi-
dent to think more deeply about our profession and our many roles
in higher education, government, business and non-profits, and
society in general. We have so many opportunities to make a posi-
tive difference in the lives of our students, our organizations, and
communities. Occasionally we also have the chance to make a dif-
ference in a wider arena, and always we can help our students and
readers consider wider issues beyond immediate experience. 

I hope you will engage your colleagues in some discussion of
the above questions. I’d like to hear from you.
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The WSSA is very pleased to announce that Fred R. Harris will be the plenary
speaker for its 47th annual conference, to be held in Albuquerque, New
Mexico from April 13-16, 2005. In addition to his current position as Professor

of Political Science at the University of New Mexico, Harris has a long and distin-
guished career of public service.  Professor Harris graduated from the University of
Oklahoma’s College of Law in 1954 with numerous awards for his academic perfor-
mance. After practicing law and serving in the Oklahoma state legislature from 1956
to 1964, Harris was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1964 and served as National
Democratic Party Chair in 1969-1970.  

Professor Harris is the author or editor of 19 books, including two works of fic-
tion. A small sampling of his non-fiction books includes: Alarms and Hopes (1968),
Deadlock or Decision: The U.S. Senate and the Rise of National Politics (1993), and
In Defense of Congress (1995). His works of fiction include Coyote Revenge (1999),
which was the Winner of the 2000 Nero Wolfe award, and Easy Pickins (2000).
Professor Harris is a very dynamic speaker and has won numerous teaching awards.
He is fluent in Spanish. The title of his plenary address will be: “The Baby Bust:  Who
Will do the Work? Who Will Pay the Taxes?” More information about Professor
Harris can be found at his website: www.unm.edu/~polsci/faculty_listing/Harris.htm.  

-- Jim Peach

Fred R. Harris to Deliver Plenary Address

Fred R. Harris poses with his 2000
Nero Wolfe Award.

Hou Replaces Starbuck on
WSSA’s Executive Council

It is unfortunate, but due to issues at
that rose at his home institution,
Gene Starbuck was forced to resign
as a member of the WSSA Executive
Council. Jack Hou, the next runner-
up in the vote results from
the election for the
2004-2005 Executive
Council, accepted the
position and he was
able to attend
the Fall Planning
Meeting of the
WSSA Executive
Council recently in
Albuquerque. 

I know that I
speak for the Council and
the membership in saying that
we were really looking forward to
Gene’s term and that we are all sad-
dened that he could not join us. I also
speak for the Council in saying that
Jack brings many wonderful qualities
to the Council and has already made
some very positive contributions.

-- Larry Gould

The WSSA Goes Online with
Credit Card Processing

For the convenience of our WSSA
members and conference attendees,
we are now offering online credit
card processing for membership
renewal, conference fees, and new

membership processing. The links
to the credit card processing

can be found in two
places on the WSSA

website, specifically
the Membership
Services Section
and the WSSA
Conference Info
Section. 
This should cut

down on the volume
of mail that goes back

and forth between the WSSA
Business Office and WSSA members
and it should eliminate processing
errors, while at the same time provid-
ing members with immediate notifi-
cation of conference payments and
membership renewals. Please tell us
if you encounter any problems.

-- Larry Gould

began at the Business Meeting of the Western
Social Science Association in Salt Lake City at
the April Conference. 

The Western Social Science Association is
looking not only for editors with a qualified
background but for an institution that is willing to
provide the necessary support so that The Social
Science Journal can continue on with the high
standards set by Dr. Freeman and Dr. Watson.
Institutional support is a very important part of
the editorship and we encourage those interested
to discuss this with appropriate administrators. 

If you wish to nominate yourself or another
person to serve in either of these positions for the
WSSA, you are encouraged to contact the chair
of the committee, Diane Calloway-Graham, Utah
State University, Department of Sociology,
Social Work and Anthropology, via e-mail at
diancall@hass.usu.edu or phone at 435-797-
2389. Members of the sub-committee are: WSSA
past-president Nick Peroff; WSSA Executive
Council member Rich Greene; WSSA past-presi-
dent Orn Bodvaarson, former WSSA Executive
Council member Lou Weschler; current editor of
The Social Science Journal David Freeman (Ex-
Officio); and current book review editor of The
Social Science Journal Robert Watson (Ex-
Officio).

The WSSA Launches
Search for New Editors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WSSA Odds & Ends
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WSSA’S 47TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Western Social Science Association invites proposals for papers to be presented at its 47th Annual Conference, to be held in
Albuquerque, New Mexico from April 13th to 16th, 2005. Please submit paper proposals and abstracts to the most appropriate
section coordinator(s) listed below by December 1st, 2004.

AFRICAN AMERICAN/AFRICAN STUDIES

Professor George Junne
African Studies Department, CB 159
University of Northern Colorado
Greeley, CO 80639
Phone: 970-351-2418
Fax: 970-351-2998
E-mail: ghunne@aol.com

AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES

Jeff Cornstassel
University of Victoria
P.O. Box 1700 STN CSC
Victoria, BC V8W242 Canada
Phone: 250-721-6440
E-mail: WSSA@uvic.Ca

AMERICAN STUDIES

Professor Daniel J. McInerney
Department of History, 0710 Old Main Hill
Utah State University
Logan, UT 84322-0710
Phone: 435-797-1283
Fax: 435-797-3899
E-mail: danielj@hass.usu.edu

ANTHROPOLOGY

Associate Professor Lois Stanford
Department of Sociology and Anthropology
MSC 3BV, Box 30001
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001
Phone: 505-646-6092
Fax: 505-646-3725
E-mail: lsanford@nmsu.edu

ARID LANDS STUDIES

Dr. Judy Reinhartz, Professor
The University of Texas at Arlington
Box 19227
Arlington, TX 76019
Phone: 817-272-2187
E-mail: jreinhartz@uta.edu

ASIAN STUDIES

Dr. Phylis Lan Lin
Asian Programs
University of Indianapolis
Indianapolis, IN 46227
Phone: 317-788-3288
Fax: 317-781-9393
E-mail: lin@uindy.edu

ASSOC. FOR BORDERLAND STUDIES (ABS)
Irasema Coronado
Department of Political Science
University of Texas at El Paso
500 W. University Blvd.
El Paso, TX 79968
Phone: 915-747-7980
E-mail:  icoronado@utep.edu

CANADIAN STUDIES

Doreen Barrie
Department of Political Science
University of Calgary
2500 University Dr. N.W.
Calgary, Alberta T2N 1N4, Canada
Phone: 403-220-3624
Fax: 403-282-4773
E-mail: dpbarrie@ucalgary.ca

Carol Beran 
P. O. Box 4336
Saint Mary’s College
Moraga, CA 94575-4336
Phone: 925-631-4432
E-mail: cberan@stmarys-ca.edu

CHICANO STUDIES/LANDGRANTS

Professor Santos C. Vega
Hispanic Research Center
P.O. Box 872702
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ 85287-2702
Phone: 480-965-8234 or 3990
Fax: 480-965-0315
E-mail: Sanvega@aol.com

Chronic Disease and Disability
Co-coordinators:
Professor J. Gary Linn
School of Nursing/Center for Health Research
Tennessee State University
1406 Beechwood Ave., Box 9580
Nashville, TN 37209
Phone: 615-297-1354
Fax: 615-963-5049
E-mail: Jlinn87844@aol.com

Stephen Brown, Ph.D.
Center on Disability Studies
The University of Hawaii at Manoa
1776 University Ave UA-46
Honolulu, HI 96815
Phone: 808-956-5715
E-mail: rds@cds.hawaii.edu

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CRIMINOLOGY

Professor Dennis W. Catlin
Department of Criminal Justice
Northern Arizona University (Tucson)
401 N. Bonita Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85709-5090
Phone: 520-879-7915
Fax: 520-879-7941
E-mail: dennis.catlin@nau.edu

ECONOMICS (ASSOCIATION FOR
INSTITUTIONAL THOUGHT)

Richard V. Adkisson
P. O. Box 30001/MSC 3CQ
Department of Economics
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003
Phone: 505-646-4988
Fax: 505-646-1915
E-Mail: radkisso@nmsu.edu

ECONOMICS (BUSINESS AND FINANCE)
Dr. Kashi Nath Tiwari
KNT’s Academic Financial Research
P. O. Box 4202
California, CA 94704-0202
E-mail: k1k2k3@hotmail.com

ECONOMICS (GENERAL)
Professor Jack Hou
California State University at Long Beach
Department of Economics
1250 Bellflower Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90840
Phone: 562-985-4710
Fax: 562-985-5804
E-mail: jackhou@csulb.edu

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

Assistant Professor Peter Jacques, Ph.D.
Department of Political Science
University of Central Florida
P.O. Box 161356, 4000 Central Florida Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32816-1356
Phone: 407-823-2608
Fax: 407-823-0051
E-mail: pjacques@mail.ucf.edu
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CALL FOR PAPERS! CALL FOR PAPERS!

PLEASE NOTE: Acceptable formats include papers, panels and roundtables.  The DEADLINE for all proposals and abstracts is December 1, 2004. Please include the following in your
proposal:  (1) Title of Preentation, (2) full name, affiliation, address, telephone number, fax numbers and e-mail addresses of each author (3) Abstract not exceeding 200 words.  Scholars will-
ing to serve as moderators or discussants should indicate their interest by December 1, 2004.  All participants are required to pre-register for the conference by March 1, 2005.  For more
information, contact: GENERAL PROGRAM COORDINATOR, Jim Peach, Department of Economics, New Mexico State University, P. O. Box 30001, MSC 3CQ, Las Cruces, NM 88003,
Phone: 505-646-3113, E-mail: jpeach@nmsu.edu.  Additional information is available on the WSSA webpage: http://wssa.asu.edu/

GEOGRAPHY

John C. Stager
Claremont Graduate University
School of Information Science
130 East Ninth Street
Claremont, CA 91711
Phone: 909-437-1871
Fax: 909-278-0947
E-mail: john.stager@cgu.edu

HISTORY

Co-coordinators:
Patricia Loughlin, Ph.D
Department of History and Geography
University of Central Oklahoma
Edmund, OK 73034-5209
Phone: 405-974-5491
E-mail: ploughlin@ucok.edu
T. H. Baughman, Ph.D
Department of History and Geography
University of Central Oklahoma
Edmund, OK 73034-5209
Phone: 405-974-5491
E-Mail: thbaughman@ucok.edu

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

Professor Ignacio Medina
ITESO Jesuit University
Pico de Orizaba 167
Colonia Independencia
Guadalajara, Jalisco 44270, Mexico 
Phone: 33-36519774
E-mail: nacho@iteso.mx

MASS COMMUNICATION

Professor Gil Fowler
Arkansas State University
PO Box 1930
State University, AR 72467-1930
Phone: 870-972-3075
Fax: 870-972-3856
E-mail: gfowler@astate.edu

NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA STUDIES

Co-coordinators:
Professor William C. Schaniel
Department of Economics
State University of West Georgia
Carrollton, GA 30118
Phone: 770-836-6477
Fax: 770-836-6774
E-mail: bschaniel@westga.edu

Dave Thiessen
Social Science Division
Lewis-Clark State College
500 8th Ave
Lewiston, ID 83501
Phone: 208-792-2362
E-mail:  thiessen@lcsc.edu

PHILOSOPHY

Professor Paul Tang
Department of Philosophy
California State University Long Beach
1250 Bellflower Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90840
Phone: 562-985-4343
Fax: 562-985-7135
E-mail: pcltang@csulb.edu

Professor David A. Freeman
Department of Political Science
Washburn University
1700 College Ave.
Topeka, KS 66621
Phone: 785-231-1010 x1318
Fax: 785-231-1089
E-mail: David.Freeman@washburn.edu

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Theo Edwin Maloy, Assistant Professor
Departments of History and Political Science
West Texas A&M University
Box 60807
Canyon, Texas 79016
Phone: 806-651-2436
Fax: 806-651-2601
E-mail: emaloy@mail.wtamu.edu

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Vic Heller
The University of Texas at San Antonio
College of Business
San Antonio, TX 78249-0632
Phone: 210-458-7135
E-mail: vheller@UTSA.edu

PUBLIC FINANCE AND BUDGETING

Co-coordinators:
Jun Peng
School of Public Administration and Policy
University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ 85721
Phone: 520-626-8547
E-Mail: peng@eller.arizona.edu
Deborah Carroll
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee
Department of Political Science
P. O. Box 413, Bolton Hall 674
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Phone: 414-559-6517
E-mail: dknudson@uwm.edu

RURAL STUDIES

Professor Anthony Amato
Southwest State University
Center for Rural & Regional Studies
Marshall, MN 56258
Phone: 507-537-6117
E-mail: tamato@southwest.msus.edu

SLAVIC STUDIES

Peter Mentzel, Ph.D
Department of History, UMC 0710
Utah State University
Logan, UT 84322-0710
Phone: 435-797-0147
Fax: 435-797-3899
E-mail: pmentzel@hass.usu.edu

SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Marvin G. Bulgatz
Psychology Department
Montana State University
Billings, MT 59101
Phone: 406-657-2242
E-mail: gbulgatz@msubillings.edu

SOCIOLOGY

Assistant Professor Heather Albanesi
University of Colorado-Colorado Springs
Department of Sociology, P.O. Box 7150
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80933
Phone:  719-262-4137 
Fax: 719-262-4450
E-mail:  halbanes@uccs.edu

URBAN STUDIES

Professor Thomas Sammons
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
202 Wallings Ford Circle
Youngsville, LA 70592
Phone: 337-482-5310
Fax: 337-482-1128
E-mail: tcs3147@Louisiana.edu

WOMEN’S STUDIES

Patricia Bowie Orman
Colorado State University-Pueblo
2200 Bonforte Blvd.
Pueblo, CO 87001-4901
Phone: 719-549-2818
E-mail: patricia.orman@colostate-pueblo.edu
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Looking Back on Salt Lake City ‘04
STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION WINNERS RECOGNIZED AT SALT
LAKE CITY CONFERENCE

On Friday, April 23rd, at the President’s Luncheon, WSSA
Vice-President Sandra Davis announced the two winners of
the 2004 WSSA Student Paper Competition. Heather Clark of
Utah State University received the graduate award for her
paper entitled “Ties that Bind or Confine? Effects of
Community and Relationships on Work-Family Spillover for
Men and Women.”

Vicki J. Bendau of Arizona State University won the
undergraduate award for her paper “Scottsdale  School
District: Perspectives on School Preservation Policy.”

Each winner formally presented her paper on the Student
Paper Competition panel and received a check for $500, an
engraved plaque, a free one-year subscription to The Social
Science Journal, and free confer-
ence registration.

Davis praised the quality of
the submission and congratulated
the winners for rising to the top
of the excellent entries.  She
thanks all who had helped publi-
cized the competition and
acknowledged the assistance of a
committee made up of the
WSSA vice-presidential candi-
dates Doreen Barrie of the
University of Calgary and
Phadrea Ponds of the U.S.
Geological Service.

GRADUATE IMPRESSIONS OF SALT
LAKE CITY

As a graduate student in political
science and one who is fairly new to scholarly conferences, I
found this year’s conference in Salt Lake City to be an extra-
ordinary experience. I first became familiar with the Western
Social Science Association Conference through Dr. Robert P.
Watson of Florida Atlantic University. He encouraged me to
present a paper at last year’s conference in Las Vegas in order
to understand the workings of a national conference, build my
resume, network with individuals in my field of study, and
participate in career development. I was thoroughly impressed
with the dedicated attendees and their congeniality towards
newcomers. In addition the book exhibit and the workshops
covering a wide array of topics were extremely helpful. 

I was a bit apprehensive about presenting a paper at a
conference since it would be my first time. This feeling quick-
ly passed due to the receptivity of the audience, their thought-
ful attention, and willingness to offer constructive criticism. I

left the conference with more confidence in my abilities and
some wonderful guidelines to follow for my next presentation.
I left Las Vegas looking forward to the following year’s con-
ference in Salt Lake City.

During the summer of 2003 I was approached by the
board of directors of the WSSA to participate in a program to
market the upcoming conference to graduate students in order
to increase their participation and representation. Through the
leadership and dedication of Dr. Sandra Davis and Ellen
Maccarrone we contacted graduate programs in the Midwest,
Southwest, and West to increase the visibility of the upcoming
conference and inform students of the benefits of attending.  

My attendance at the 2004 WSSA Conference was more
enjoyable than even my first year. I revisited with acquain-
tances that I met the year before and cultivated new relation-
ships as well. The graduate student social was a great event to

meet fellow students and become
acquainted with all the individu-
als instrumental in the organiza-
tion of the conference and its
activities. I had a wonderful
experience at the conference
attending workshops, presenta-
tions, and socials. I strongly urge
my fellow graduate students to
attend and participate in the 2005
conference in Albuquerque, New
Mexico where they can enjoy all
that the WSSA has to offer.

-- Richard Yon

SALT LAKE CITY WRAP-UP

While there were the usual minor
complaints and issues, it was
generally agreed that Salt Lake

City and the Sheraton City Centre provided a wonderful set-
ting for the conference. The conference facility provided great
breakout rooms in a setting that did not require attendees to
walk long distances to get from one session to another. Many
attendees mentioned how misinformed their perception of Salt
Lake City was and that they are really looking forward to a
return visit.  

As was the case in Las Vegas, we put the coffee breakouts
in the same location as the book display. This created a great
place for folks to meet and socialize. We also kept the
President’s Reception on Saturday night as a closeout to the
conference. We had the highest proportional attendance at the
reception as compared to any conference in the last four years.  

All in all Salt Lake City received high praise from those
who attended.

-- Larry A. Gould

From left to right: Sandra Davis, undergraduate winner
Vicki Bendau, Doreen Barrie and graduate winner
Heather Clark at the student paper competition award
ceremony in Salt Lake City.
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The WSSA Student Paper Competition
The WSSA holds a Student Paper Competition every year

and I would appreciate it if you would encourage your
students to submit their original research papers for the

competition. It is open to undergraduate as well as graduate stu-
dents. The prize in each category is a
cash award of $500, free conference
registration at the 2005 conference in
Albuquerque, a one-year free WSSA
membership (which includes The
Social Science Journal). In addition,
winners will have the opportunity to
present their papers at the
Albuquerque conference. The dead-
line for receipt of papers is February
1st, 2005.   

The criteria on which the papers
will be judged are: 

a) advancement of knowledge;
b) appropriateness for a broad social science audience;
c)  quality and implementation of research design;
d)  definition and significance of topic;
e)  analysis of findings and discussion of their implications;
f)  clarity of writing.

Papers should be no more than 25 pages long (which

includes bibliography, tables, figures, appendices and other sup-
porting material). The cover page and abstract do not count as
part of the 25-page limit. The page limit is strictly enforced:
papers longer than 25 pages will not be read. All pages should be

double spaced, in 12 point font,
preferably Arial. We do not accept
theses or dissertations previously pre-
sented or published. Authors may
wish to consult The Social Science
Journal’s style guide for formatting
information.
As the name suggests, the WSSA

encompasses a wide range of disci-
plines in the social sciences. It would
be helpful to consult the WSSA web-
site at http://wssa.asu.edu/ to see list-
ings of the sections for 2005. Papers
should indicate undergraduate or
graduate status, institutional affilia-

tion, address, phone number and e-mail address. Papers may be
e-mailed in Word or rich text format to dpbarrie@ucalgary.ca.
Alternatively, three copies may be mailed to Dr. Doreen Barrie,
Department of Political Science, University of Calgary, 2500
University Dr. N.W., Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2N 1N4.

-- Doreen Barrie

WSSA Members listen to the winners of the student
competition present their papers in Salt Lake.

Choosing WSSA’s Future Leadership
Iam writing to ask for your help in setting the future course of the

Western Social Science Association. One of the ways that our
future is determined is by the selection of new leadership for the

association. Those who serve as Section Chairs are often taking the
first step toward leadership in the WSSA; many Executive Council
Members first offered their time and talents by acting as
coordinators for their disciplinary sections. Others have
consistently attended the annual conferences, main-
tained their memberships, and promoted the associ-
ation to colleagues and students. These are all
good ways to serve and support the WSSA. While
not all members aspire to serve as an elected offi-
cer of the WSSA, many find it a rewarding and
natural progression of service to the WSSA.
A immediate Past-President of WSSA, I serve as
chair of a Nominating Committee for next year’s
election of council members and officers. I am in the
process of forming the committee, and we will present
our slate of candidates to the council for approval during
our September, 2004, council meeting. Elections will be held
during the Fall, 2004. 

As a member of the WSSA, each of you has the opportunity to
offer direct nominations for council seats. According to WSSA’s
Constitution:

The Committee shall submit to the Fall meeting of the
Executive Council one or more nominees for each office to
be filled. Members may offer additional nominations by

petition signed by five (5) members sent to the Executive
Director, prior to the Fall meeting, postmarked no later than
August 1. Upon ratification by majority vote of the
Executive Council the Council shall send the list of nomi-
nees (including those by petition) to the membership. The

Executive Director shall mail the completed ballots to
the membership (Article II, section 4).

If you, as a member, wish to nominate another
member for a council seat, this is the way to do it.
You are free to contact me to suggest a potential
nominee so that the committee can contact that
person directly to assess their interest in serving
on council. Council membership requires com-
mitment to attend council meetings during the

three year term of office (one in September and
two-Wednesday and Saturday-during the spring con-

ference) and a willingness to support the mission and
goals of the WSSA by serving on a committee or provid-

ing other assistance. We attempt to achieve academic and geo-
graphic diversity and to balance the needs of affiliate groups with the
broader needs of the association.

You can contact me at Utah State University, Department of
Sociology, Social Work and Anthropology, Logan, Utah 84322-0730,
by phone at 435-797-2389, or via e-mail at dianecall@hass.usu.edu.
Thank you for your support and participation in the Western Social
Science Association.

-- Diane Calloway-Graham, Immediate Past-President
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You can win $500, a free one-year subscription to The Social Science Journal, free conference registra-
tion at the April 2005 WSSA conference in Albuquerque, and the opportunity to present your paper at the
WSSA 2005 Conference.

HOW TO WIN

If your paper on a social science topic is judged to be the best of the submissions for your class level, you
win. Undergraduate and graduate papers are evaluated separately thus there is a winner for each level.

Papers are judged based on a) advancement of knowledge, b) appropriateness for a broad social science
audience, c) quality and implementation of research design, d) definition and significance of topic, e)
analysis of findings and discussion of their implications and f) clarity and cogency of writing. 

Paper Requirements

• Papers cannot exceed 25 pages (which include bibliography, tables, figures, appendices and other
supporting materials). Abstracts and cover sheets do not count as part of the 25-page maximum.
• Papers longer than the 25-page maximum will not be read (strictly enforced).
• All pages must be double-spaced and in 12 pt. Arial font.
• Papers may not be theses or dissertations previously presented or published.
• Authors may wish to consult The Social Science Journal’s style guide for formatting information.
• Papers must be received on or before February 1, 2005. Please clearly indicate undergraduate or
graduate status, institutional affiliation, address, phone number and e-mail address. Send an e-mail copy
(Word or Rich Text formats) or three hard copies to:

Dr. Doreen Barrie
dpbarrie@ucalgary.ca
Department of Political Science
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
T2N 1N4

WSSA
CALL FOR

STUDENT PAPERS
WIN FOR WRITING

BOTH UNDERGRADUATE &
GRADUATE STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE


